As the Journal focused more on research, some of its previous functions were transferred to the Bulletin. The In Review series, initiated under Quentin's leadership, has had a particularly strong effect on the Journal's impact. These articles, written by Canadian and international experts, regularly review areas of clinical and theoretical interest.
With the change of editorship, The Canadian Journal of Psychiatry will introduce several other changes. The Journal's mission is to publish papers of the highest scientific quality that are relevant for the theory and practice of psychiatry. All the articles in the Journal are either empirical studies or systematic reviews. As a result, our impact factor (that is, the measure of how often articles are quoted) has steadily gone up. While Canada is small in relation to its larger neighbour country, we do not see why we cannot have an impact similar to that of journals from Britain and Scandinavia.
Our plans for the future are to continue on the same path. The Editorial Board has been expanded to ensure that we have enough committed reviewers to process submissions more rapidly. We are grateful to all our reviewers, whether Board members or not, for providing, without any compensation, expert peer commentary that maintains the quality of the articles we publish.
The most important change is that the Editorial Board has decided to raise the bar for publication. In the future, we will not accept articles unless they receive strong recommendations from the peer review process. Also, I will not send out articles for review unless they correspond to our mandate. As a result, fewer submitted articles will be accepted. This new policy has several advantages. As our impact factor continues to go up, we can attract more high-quality submissions. At the same time, a higher bar allows us to institute a rapid-publication policy that will attract many authors. Submission to the Journal will now be electronic, as has become standard for most psychiatric journals. This change will also allow us to process manuscripts more rapidly. In accordance with recent developments elsewhere, we will also ask that all articles be accompanied by a disclosure statement indicating whether the authors have any competing interests.
The Journal will be experimenting, publishing 14 issues in 2005. Even so, we have limited space at our disposal. Thus we must make other changes to better use that space. One is that letters to the editor will only be printed if they comment on a published article. Consequently, we will no longer accept case reports as letters.
The Canadian Journal of Psychiatry is 50 years old this year, and we will publish a special section to mark our anniversary. Over the last half-century, we have provided articles of real interest to practising psychiatrists and researchers. Our trajectory for the future will be to increase scientific quality while remaining relevant to clinical practice.
